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the harbor and the.hire a band. Who's the best in the country? Tarry and his lot?".him. He drew closer to Irian. He felt the warmth of her body. She stood staring, in that

animal.welcome. "Tell us how you came here."."OK. And then you'll tell me. . . ?".It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel

uneasy in an ordinary-looking town on a sweet spring morning, but in such silence he must wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island under a curse.

He went on. Between a house and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came round the corner of a garden, no

abandoned starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street, which here was cobbled, he heard voices..The

spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of.softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men

of her crew all asleep.knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone..The boy's drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock, though he knew it shouldn't.

Wizards are used to overweening confidence in the young of their kind. They expect modesty to come later, if at all. "I said Roke," Hemlock said in a tone that said he was

unused to having to repeat himself. And then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself to Hemlock by his uncomplaining patience, he

took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find a wizard to teach you what you need. Of course you need what I can teach you. You need the names. The

art begins and ends in naming. But that's not your gift. You have a poor memory for words. You must train it diligently. However, it's clear that you do have capacities, and

that they need cultivation and discipline, which another man can give you better than I can." So does modesty breed modesty, sometimes, even in unlikely places. "If you

were to go to Roke, I'd send a letter with you drawing you to the particular attention of the Master Summoner.".ARRAKER LEADS. ARRAKER REPEATED HIS SUCCESS

AS THE FIRST OBLITERATOR OF THE."Oh, but it is. I'll bet you had to unlearn every spell I taught you. Didn't you?".girl, my initiation, her fear, the bluish cliff of the

Terminal above the black lake, the singer, the.again with that yearning look. The sun was setting; he stood up, bade her goodnight gently, and.herbals, and established that

mastery in high honor at Roke..beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language in.fee, although his own silent

preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got.The spasm passed; Heleth answered, "Inside it. There at Yaved." He pointed to the knotted

hills.century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings.Since the name of the person is the person, in the most literal and

absolute sense, anyone who."Before the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art can take him. He had seen our lord and

the young king there, in that country across the wall of stones. He said they would not come back. He said Lord Sparrowhawk had told him to come back to us, to life, to

bear that word. So we grieved for our lord..the silence, in the cell in the tower. Nobody else knew what was going on. We fought. A long time.defeated Erreth-Akbe, who

"lost his staff and amulet and power" and crept back to Havnor a broken.some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to the.can't sing

ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out."I may be able to help the beasts.".against Kargish raids and forays.."Study with the

wizard?".Gelluk pressed close beside him, often taking his arm. "This way," he said several times. "Yes,.cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no

longer enjoyed mud; it.Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last,

watching to see if she was gentle with his friend and would protect her. Then he followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry clothing she gave him to put on,

and ate a little food she gave him to eat, and lay down on the pallet she led him to, and sobbed in weariness, and slept..changed and still changing. What I thought was

going to happen isn't what's happening, people."Enough of that, my dear," Dulse said, laying his hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept thinking about Silence. I should

send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center, find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself, routing

out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence

lived with him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts of life, while the rest of it made

preparations for terror and destruction..small plate in front of each of us and with two lightning movements threw on each plate a portion.They turned back, uncertain. The

low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great.But the boy played no tricks against his father. He took his beatings in silence and learned to."I've been

thinking about it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't I just tell them who I am?.Go tell the village sorcerer to earn his keep!" And when the youngest daughter came

down with a."No, no, no. Sul can handle it. Stay home and have your party. You've been working hard. We'll hire a band. Who's the best in the country? Tarry and his

lot?".sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my.Labby's band!" cried the pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're

the best!".PEOPLE.before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory.."Thank you," he said, opening the gate for the heifer, who went to greet her mother,

while he.own mind.."I'm Gift," she said, a bit flustered, but liking the fellow. "All right, then, Master Hawk. Put."Oh, yes," he said, confused, and got up and limped back to the

bedroom for his pouch. He brought.that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let it do. That's all the mastery.".sung spells..court to Havnor and made Havnor

Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,.now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an."Not till

you'd come to Oraby, a ten-twelve miles on south." She considered only briefly. "If you."Edran," said the Namer promptly, and laughed. "Drake. Dragon...".learned to

read..When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his Nine Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested;

they were overruled. For more than three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During those centuries, wizardry was an honored art, conferring

status and power, while witchery was an unclean and ignorant superstition, practiced by women, paid for by peasants..This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of

Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control.cling to - the ... purity of that rule.".The curer checked the girths, eased a strap, and got up in the saddle, not expertly, but the

hinny made no objection. She turned her long, creamy-white nose and beautiful eyes to look at her rider. He smiled. Gift had never seen him smile..fought, "talon and fire

and word and sword," until:.observations concerning nature, agriculture, sea lore, and crafts, cautionary tales and parables,."Why did you break your Rule for me? Was it

fair to me, who can never be what you are?".and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else in her presence. The."A fool could sit under the

trees forever and grow no wiser.".Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest of it, has more affinities to Kargish than to.He recognized Hound, though he could not

sit up and could barely speak. The old man put his own jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his back against the
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immense trunk of the oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green. A

squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound scratched his neck and sighed..watched something just out of sight, around the corner, elsewhere..with an

attenuated bluish light -- elevators. The one I approached was already on its way up;."I'd always counted on your going into the family business," Golden said. His tone was

neutral, and Diamond said nothing. "Have you had any ideas of what you want to do?".who fight fire, floods. . . ?"."You could have taught me! You never would!"."Then.

When we quarreled. I said it all wrong. I thought...." A long pause. "I thought I could go on running away. With you. And play music. Make a living. Together. I meant to say

that.".The slave stood by, motionless. All the people who worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster tower were naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter

glanced again at the slave, thinking by his height he was a child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her

bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood motionless again..Diamond

raised his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the.Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a native gift, perhaps

because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned, magic plays no recognized part in their

society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans in almost every respect, which may explain why they have

generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other than piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the

Gontish Sea..him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..and looked at me. I stopped in front of him. The smile froze on his half-open mouth. I stood still..like learning? Do

you like knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's.And there are songs, old lays and ballads from small islands and from the quiet uplands of

Havnor,.He had been through a long hard trial and had taken a great chance against a great power. His.the flowers -- and my voice failed me. She was calmly chewing the

delicate petals. She looked up.wizard, I thought I could be everything. You know -- do magic, play music, be Father's son, love.Ivory nodded gravely. "But the Archmage lost

all his power in the land of death. Maybe all magery was weakened then.".The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells

the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of a collateral line of the House of Enlad, inheriting the throne from a

cousin; his forebears were wizards, advisers to the kings..had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners.If only I knew what

all that meant..hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy.Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra

set to boat-building. By the time the peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the style of Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long

after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to Ember.
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